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Article history: This study examines a critical scholarly debate in hadith sciences
Received 14 Oktober 2024 concerning Imam al-Shafi Ts statement: “The mursal reports of
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Published 22 Oktober 2025 a 'l ibn al-Musayyab are hasan according to us. is

expression has been a point of contention among Shafi 7 scholars
and wsilt jurists in determining al-Shafi T’s stance on hadith

ﬁnyﬁiol%afls’ mursal. While some have interpreted it as granting absolute
al-Marasil authority to the mursal reports of Sa id ibn al-Musayyab, others
al-Risalah maintain that a/-Shafi 7 remained consistent with his general
al-Imam al-Shafi’1 methodology, which requires supporting evidence before such

Sa’id ibn Musayyib reports can be invoked as proof. The study employs a descriptive-

analytical approach by examining a/-Shafi 7’s explicit statements

) LS in al-Risalah and other works, alongside the views of major Shafi 7
e authorities such as al-Bayhagqi, al-Khatib al-Baghdadr, and al-

JMJ,U Nawawi, as well as opinions of wusili scholars like Imam al-

) Haramayn al-Juwayni and Abi Ishdq al-Shirazi. The analysis

Al demonstrates that al-Shafi T did not grant unconditional acceptance

el Lyl to the mursal reports of Sa ‘id ibn al-Musayyab; rather, he deemed

- : them admissible only when corroborated by supporting evidence -
el o irs such as parallel isndd transmissions, conformity with

DOI Companions’ opinions, or agreement with scholarly consensus -

o . . while also requiring the reliability of the transmitter. The stud

https:/doi.org/10.24191 jeis. v11i2.10 concludes tha(llt thegmost plausibtl}:e interpretation of al-Shafi ‘T’}s]
statement is that the mursal reports of Sa 7d ibn al-Musayyab are
conditionally reliable when supported, not independent proofs on
their own. This finding highlights the precision of al-Shafi T’s
methodology in regulating the use of mursal reports, balancing
respect for leading Successors with strict hadith authentication
principles.
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